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DATE DECEMBER 7, 1992 FILE NO. 092-34185-1132-052 


N RED 


ASSAULT ON POLICE OFFICER - 245(C) Action Taken ACTIVE/INVESTIGATION 


P.C./OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING MADE/EVIDENCE HELD/ 
CC492-11144 


TORSNEY, BRIAN - DEPUTY - ANTELOPE VALLEY SHERIFF STATION 


12-05-92 (SATURDAY) AT 1701 HOURS 


L- 


MMM rast KETTERING AVENUE, LANCASTER 93535 


W. ET CHRIS Wi MW, —15-71 (DECEASED) 


EVIDENCE HELD 


“Item #1 - Key ring with seven keys attached belonging to Deputy 


Torsney. Evidence photographed. Keys released back 
to Deputy Torsney. 


Item 42 -  Expended shell casing, 9 mm, head stamped, "FC9MM 
Luger," retrieved from Che rear yard of the location. 


Item 43 - Photograph depicting where Deputy Torsney was standing 
in the rear yard of the location, as observed by as- 
sisting deputies. 


Item #4 - Butcher knife with a brown wooden handle, 2 inch wide 
metal blade, total length of 13 inches; blade length 
is 8 inches. There was blood on the handle of this 
knife and also on the blade. This knife was recovered 
from atop of the spa in the rear yard of the location. 


Item #5 - One lead projectile recovered from the ground between 
the rear sliding glass door at the location. 
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On 12-05-92, Saturday, at approximately 1823 hours, Investigators 
Snapper and Holmes arrived at East Kettering Avenue, regarding 
an officer i shooting. Investigators contacted Deputy 
Schoonmaker E Unit 811G, Antelope Valley Sheriff's Station. 


Deputy Schoonmaker advised Investigators that at the indicated 
time and date, Suspect Gwinnett had driven his car into a light 
standard at the northwest corner of Fifth Street and, Kettering 
Avenue. After knocking the light standard down, the suspect then 
drove northbound on Fifth Street and struck a light standard at 
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the northeast corner of Fifth Street and Jackman Street. This 
location is approximately two blocks north of the intersection of 
Kettering Avenue and Fifth Street. The suspect then exited his 
Vehicle at that location and was overheard by several witnesses as 
stating, "Give me a gun, I want to kill myself." The suspect 
walked southbound on Fifth Street to Kettering Avenue and then 
eastbound on Kettering to [ | East Kettering Avenue. Deputy Brian 
Torsney observed the suspect in the front yard of this location 
and then observed the suspect go into the residence, at that loca- 
tion. Deputy Torsney went to the rear yard at which time he 
encountered the suspect who was armed with a butcher knife. 
Suspect Gwinnett advanced on Deputy Torsney at which time Deputy 
Torsney shot the suspect. Deputy Schoonmaker's actions and obser- 
vations are contained in his report, a copy of which will be made 
a permanent part of this file. 


On 12-05-92, Scientific Services, Deputy Watson Lee and Sergeant 
Mileham arrived at the Location at approximately 1830 hours. 
Deputy Lee and Sergeant Mileham photographed and video taped the 
location as directed by Investigators. 


Lieutenant MN NN from the District Attorney's Office, arrived at 
the location a 2025 hours. Deputy Coroner's Investigator 

arrived at the location at 2156;hours. Deputy Mark Murren 

, from Antelope Valley Station,*conducted a traffic inves- 
tigation at the intersection of Fifth Street and Kettering, and 
also at the intersection of Jackman Street and Fifth Street. 
Refer to Deputy Murren's report under File No.  092-34185-1132-052 
regarding the traffic investigation. 


The measurements in the narrative portion of this report are ap- 
proximations. For a detailed sketch and accurate measurements, 
refer to Deputy Watson Lee's to scale drawing of this incident. 


This incident occurred on the north side of Kettering Avenue at 
the residence of m Kettering Avenue. The north side of 
Kettering Avenue is occupied by single family residences, the 
south side of the street is occupied by a school. The north 
property line of the school parallels Kettering Avenue on the 
south and is bordered by a 6 foot high chain link fence. The 
location is approximately feet east of the intersection of 
Fifth Street East in the city of Lancaster. There were numerous 
blood droplets on the north sidewalk of Kettering Avenue. These 
blood droplets went from west to east from the northeast corner of 
Kettering Avenue and Fifth Street, and eastward to the residence 
at [J Kettering Avenue. There were street lights illuminating 
Kettering Avenue on the north side. There are three single family 
residences on the north side of Kettering Avenue. These 
residences separate the location of incident, between Fifth Street 
East and the residence at m Kettering Avenue. 
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There is a sheriff's patrol vehicle parked on the north curb and r 
driveway, at the residence of m - The front of 
this patrol vehicle is on the west boundary line of the residence 


Of incident. All the doors of this patrol vehicle were in the 

closed position, the driver's window was in the open position. 

This sheriff vehicle's roof number is 232. The front (south) of 

the residence Kettering Avenue), is bordered by an ap- 1 
proximate 3 foot wide sidewalk. This sidewalk_parallels Kettering 

in the front of the residence. There is a pl positioned 

on this residence's west property line next to the sidewalk. The 

east corner of this property is bordered by an approximate 4 foot 

high bush type plant. 


The driveway to this location is on the east side. There are two 
vehicles parked on this driveway. he vehicle, furtherest west, 
is a Buick Regal, License £| The vehicle parked directly 
east is a Buick with a License . Both of these vehicles 
are facing the garage. This residence is a two-story stucco, 
“single family dwelling. There is a east/west sidewalk extending 
from the west edge of the aforementioned driveway. This sidewalk 
is approximately 20 feet north of the north curb of Kettering. 
The east/west sidewalk then turns from south to north. This 
south/north sidewalk gives access to the location's front door 
which is positioned on the west side of this residence. The porch 
in front of this door is approximately 6 feet square and is 
covered by a roof. There is a green carpet mat directly in front 
of this location's door. There are blood droplets on this mat's 
south edge and on the sidewalk leading to the front door. There 
is a wrought iron redwood bench positioned on this porch's west 
edge. The front door of the location faces south and opens in- 
ward. There is a 2 x 5 foot glass window in the wall just east of 
this front door. This glass window allows visibility into the in- 
terior of the residence and partial visibility into the kitchen 
area. As you enter this front door there is a 4 x 4 foot blue 
tile floor. This floor had numerous blood droplets upon it. As 
you continue north from this entry way, it leads to the living 
room. There were no lights on in this living room. 


There is a 6 foot wide glass slider located in the east end of 
this living room's north wall. This glass slider was covered by a 
sheer curtain with numerous blood splatters on it. The sliding 
portion of this glass door opened from the door's west frame 
eastward. The stationary panel of this glass door was scattered. 
This sliding door was in the open position. There was a large 
amount of broken glass between the glass door and the stationery 
panel. There was a projectile (Evidence Held Item #5) lying 
amongst this glass. 


There is an opening in the north end of the living room's east 
wall. This opening gave access to the kitchen area. The kitchen 
had a brown wood style vinyl type floor. The north wall of the 
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kitchen is approximately 10 feet from east to west. There are 
windows in the entire width of this north kitchen wall. These 
windows were uncovered and gave a clear visibility to the loca- 
tion's rear yard. There is a table and four chairs positioned in 
this kitchen's north dinette area. The kitchen sink and cabinets 
were positioned against this kitchen's east wall. There is a win- 
dow directly above this kitchen sink. 


There are three knives laying on the kitchen counter, just south 
of the aforementioned sink. All of these knives were pointed ina 
southeasterly direction. The knife positioned nearest the kitchen 
sink had a wooden handle with an overall length of 11 inches and 
blade length of 6 inches. There were blood smears on the blade of 
this kitchen knife. The knife positioned south of the aforemen- 
tioned knife has a wooden handle with an overall length of 9 
inches and a blade length of 5 inches. The blade on this knife 
appears to have three blood droplets on it. The next knife south 

. also has a bloody wooden handle. The overall length of this knife 
"^is 13 inches and a blade length of approximately 8 1/2 inches. 
There were numerous blood droplets on the counter surrounding 
these knives. The wood face cabinet doors below the counter and 
below the aforementioned knives had blood droplets and some blood 
smears on it. There were blood droplets on this kitchen floor, in 
front of the kitchen sink. There were cabinets against the west 
wall. This cabinet has a small counter with a microwave oven atop 
it. In front of this microwave oven were two types of knives, the 
first of which is a flat butter knife with no cutting edge. The 
overall length of this knife is 12 inches with a blade length of 7 
inches. There is an additional knife lying on the counter, ap- 
proximately 6 inches east of this knife. This knife has a plastic 
brown handle with overall length of 14 inches and a blade length 
of 19 inches. There was blood on the end of the blade of this 
knife. There were numerous blood droplets on the floor directly 
below where these two knives were setting on the counter. 


After exiting out the front door of the location and the front 
porch, there is a 10 foot wide side yard area just west of this 
front porch. There is a 6 foot high wood fence on this property's 
west boundary which paral entioned side yard from 
south to north. There is a between this fence and 
the location's front porch. There is an east/west fence, which is 
attached to the west exterior wall of this residence and extends 
westward and attaches to the aforementioned southwest property 
line fence. There is a gate in the approximate center of this 
east/west fence. This gate is approximately 10 feet north of the 
location's front door. The ground from the location's front door 
to this gate is covered by ivy and other plant vegetation. The 
gate is in an open position, is henged on the west side, and opens 
inward. After passing through this gate, which gives access to 
the location's rear yard, there is a window positioned on the west 
exterior wall of the residence. This window gives visual access 
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into the location's living room and kitchen. The kitchen light 
was on during the time of this incident. The rear yard of the 
location is enclosed on its east, north, and west boundaries by a 
6 foot high grape stake type of fence. The lawn area in the rear 
yard is approximately 4 to 5 inches high. There is a redwood 
gazebo positioned in the rear yard approximately 3 feet from the 
residence's northwest corner. This open redwood gazebo houses a 
spa. Access to the interior of the gazebo is gained by an opening 
on the south side of the gazebo. The spa is approximately 15 feet 
northwest of the rear glass sliding doors, which are positioned in 
the north exterior wall of the location's living room. The spa is 
covered by a tan vinyl cover. The top of the spa is approximately 
3 feet up from the ground. The east top portion of the spa cover 
is covered with blood. There is a large butcher knife lying on 
the east side of this spa cover. The butcher knife has a wooden 
handle with an overall length of 13 inches and a blade length of 8 
inches. There is blood on the handle of this knife and also on 
` Che blade. This butcher knife is marked Evidence Held Item #4. 


There is a redwood bar type counter attached to the gazebo's east 
side. This counter is approximately 14 inches in width and 8 feet 
in length. There are four bar type stools positioned underneath 
this bar counter. The north end of, this bar counter is covered 
with blood and what appears to be tooth. particles. This counter 
is approximately 43 inches in height. There is a large 6 inch in 
diameter pool of blood on the cement patio directly below the 
north end of this wood bar. 


The suspect was found lying atop the grass, approximately 3 feet 
north of the northeast corner of the aforementioned wood bar. The 
suspect is lying on his right side with his right arm pointing 
northwest. The suspect's left arm is lying on the ground and 
parallels his left side. The suspect's knees are bent, with the 
upper portion of his legs pointing northwest and the bottom por- 
tion of his legs pointing southwest. The suspect is face up with 
the top of his head pointing northeast. The suspect's right and 
left hands are covered with blood. The suspect's face is also 
covered with blood. There is an approximate 4 inch gash in the 
suspect's forehead, just below his hairline. The suspect is wear- 
ing a black shirt and black vest, and wearing black Levi type 
pants and white socks. The bottom of his white socks are 
saturated in blood. The suspect was rolled over by paramedics 
after this incident. There is a pencil in the grass, which is 
marked #3. This pencil marks where Deputy Brian Torsney was 
standing when assisting deputies arrived. This pencil is ap- 
proximately 9 feet northwest of the northeast corner of the gazebo 
and approximately 9 feet northwest of where the suspect is lying. 
There is a set of keys (Evidence Held Item #1) lying on the grass. 
There are seven keys attached to a key ring. These keys ap- 
parently belong to Deputy Torsney. These keys are approximately 3 
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feet west of the northwest corner of the gazebo. These keys will 
be photographed and returned to the deputy. 


There is an expended shell casing (Evidence Held Item #2), lying 
on the grass. This shell casing is approximately 3 feet northwest 
of the northwest corner of the gazebo. This shell casing is head 
stamped, "FC9MM Luger." 


Coroner's Investigator Pen removed $8.21 from the suspect's 
left front pocket. Three guitar picks and miscelleneous change 
adding up to 10 cents were removed from the suspect's right front 
pants pocket. 


The suspect suffered a gunshot wound to the left side of his 
stomach and an exit wound to his lower back. There's also a gun- 
shot wound to the right side of the suspect's throat. The suspect 
may have suffered a gunshot wound to the mouth. 

“Investigators interviewed the following witnesses shortly after 


this incident. All of the witnesses were tape recorded, refer to 
transcripts regarding their statements. 
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BY: INVESTIGATOR ROBERT SNAPPER 

INVESTIGATOR JOE HOLMES 
APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT NANCY REID 
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